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The Political Economy of Decentralization Reforms Apr 27 2022 This volume presents a framework designed to help international development partners consider the relevance
of political economy issues for their programmatic support to decentralization and local government reform. The intention is neither to advocate decentralization in general or
in any particular form, nor to presume or privilege any particular decentralization objective. Instead, the purpose is to document the potential value of better understanding
how (primarily national and intergovernmental) political and institutional dynamics do or could affect the scope for realizing decentralization reforms aligned with commonly
advocated service delivery, governance, and poverty reduction goals. The underlying premise is that systematic analysis of these issues can productively complement the
dominantly technical diagnostic work typically carried out by development partners. Specifically, development partners can benefit from better understanding the practical
significance of motives that drive politicians and bureaucrats to support or oppose reform at various stages of the decentralization process, from making an initial reform
decision to detailed design and implementation. In addition, the authors address how these incentives can weaken, strengthen, or shift in response to changes in political and
economic conditions that arise after reform begins. A general approach to conducting political economy of decentralization analysis is outlined, recognizing the need to tailor
such analysis to the particular country context. This volume is based on literature reviews and knowledge derived from selected country experiences.
The Politics of Educational Decentralisation in Indonesia Oct 22 2021 "The Politics of Educational Decentralisation in Indonesia: A Quest for Legitimacy is a well written,
analytically sharp, and compelling study of educational decentralisation in Indonesia. Irsyad Zamjani, provides fresh insights into this important topic. The author treats
educational reform as a window into much deeper questions about power, the government's responsibility to its citizens, and social change in Indonesia. His findings should
interest academics as well as practitioners with an interest in educational reform." --Professor Christopher Bjork, Vassar College, New York "This is a remarkable book which
should appeal not only to Indonesian scholars, but also to educationists and political scientists, to name just a few. By tracing the path of decentralisation in the Indonesian
educational reform in the early 2000s, Zamjani shows how the central and municipal governments struggled in different ways to retain control over education in their domains
through various mechanisms largely related to claims of legitimacy. The study is grounded in new institutional theory, and the interview and case study data provide a
richness and depth in showing the dynamics of reform attempts." --Professor Lawrence J. Saha, Australian National University, Canberra This book discusses the dynamics of
educational decentralisation in post-reform Indonesia. Taking sociology's new institutionalism approach, and drawing upon data from documents and interviews with strategic
informants, the book investigates how institutional legitimacy of educational decentralisation was garnered, manipulated, and then contested. Besides analysing global
institutional pressures which influenced the national adoption of decentralisation reform, and the central government's attempts to restore its legitimacy, the book also offers
comparative case studies of education governance in two local districts to highlight how this reform is responded to at the local level. Irsyad Zamjani is currently the Director
of Centre for Policy Research, at the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic of Indonesia.
Institutional Development and Transition Jul 19 2021 "Have Arab uprisings opened space for deeper, grassroots-driven decentralization reforms in the region? What are the
optimum designs, sequencing and models of decentralization for countries in political transition? While political discourse in the region uniformly emphasizes reforming State
institutions, decentralization reform agendas have unfolded along contrasting trajectories across Arab transition countries. Both contextual and historical dynamics seem to
shape visions for the orientation and pace of decentralization reforms as well as the empirical feasibility of shifting power relations among the various tiers of State
administration. Drawing on findings from field research and recent analyses, this study argues that uprisings have created stronger momentum for revisiting the question of
decentralization reforms in Libya and Yemen, where the very nature of the State is being redefined, compared to the cases of Egypt and Tunisia, where all stakeholders agree
on preserving the unitary State model. In the latter cases, while there is evidence that new advocacy movements focused on reforming local government structures have
emerged, they have thus far remained elite-led. Grassroots activism at local community levels has served to empower new actors, who, in some cases, have been successful
at extracting concessions from local authorities. These efforts, however, predominantly focus on improving access to public services within the existing context of centralized
State structures, and seem often to have failed to gain the trust of local community members as potential partners in local governance. Building on focus group discussions
among working-class residents in Greater Cairo and on interviews with Egyptian political elites, the study highlights an emerging critical gap between youth expectations and,
on the other hand, the envisioned plans of the political elite. While youth are more likely to demand deeper reforms across all three dimensions of decentralization
(administrative, fiscal and political), political elites disagree not only on which particular dimension(s) of reforms should be implemented, but also on the urgency of
decentralization during early phases of political transformation. The latter's wide range of views reflect deep concerns over political capture by traditional elites, weakness of
political parties as well as potentially detrimental impacts of reforms on State capacity and the nation-State's territorial integrity. The study concludes by drawing lessons from
France's successful contract-based record of decentralization and presents policy recommendations for countries that have emerged from the Arab uprisings with relatively
strong centralized State structures and cohesive national identities."--Publisher's description.
Local Governance Reform in Global Perspective Oct 10 2020 "Good local governance" reflects the dual functions of local government. On the one hand, democratic regimes
gain input legitimacy by responsiveness and by being inclusive towards the preferences of their citizens. On the other hand, they achieve output legitimacy by effectively
delivering public goods and services. Their governance strategies follow three major paths - "decentralisation," "political administrative reforms" and "participatory reforms".
But national contexts, actors, political culture and path dependency matter a lot. In this book continent-wide developments are compared by using relevant country studies.
This comparative approach focuses on "developing countries" in Asia, Africa and Latin America, comparing and contrasting their experience with that of European countries
Ukraine's Decentralization Jul 07 2020 Since Ukraine?s 2013?2014 Revolution of Dignity, Western attention has focused on conflicts related to the
country?s?Europeanization.? A parallel major transformation with little relation to the EU?a far-ranging local governance and territorial reform that Ukraine?s first postEuromaidan government started in 2014?has received much less attention. It redefines not only Ukrainian center-periphery interactions but also state-society as well as
government-citizen relations. This volume presents five research papers on Ukraine?s decentralization, focusing on specific problems as well as repercussions of this
multifaceted process and covering issues ranging from fiscal governance to party politics.
Reform and Decentralization of Agricultural Services Nov 03 2022 Provides a methodological framework for decisions concerning decentralisation of agricultural services
through deconcentration of the public administration, delegation to public or private agencies, devolution, partnerships with civil society organisations or privatisation. These
forms of decentralisation are presented as options to be considered according to the policy objectives pursued.
Decentralization Dec 24 2021
Decentralization and Reform in Africa Jul 31 2022 The milieu that spawned decentralization in Africa was a mixture of the legacy of colonialism, the post-independence
internal political in-fighting, and the international economic turmoil of the late 1970s and the 1980s that left most of the African economies in disarray and internationally
marginalized. Boko (Wake Forest U.) examines decentralization, especially fiscal decentralization, in a sample of four West African countries: Benin, Burkina Faso, Mali, and
Ghana. He considers the general structures, empirical evidence, and macroeconomic impacts. He also offers conclusions and recommendations. Annotation copyrighted by
Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
The Hexagon and the Napoleonic State Apr 15 2021
Fiscal Decentralization Reform in Cambodia Mar 03 2020 Reviews Cambodia's progress in fiscal decentralization since passing the Law on Administrative Management of the
Capital, Provinces, Municipalities, Districts and Khans and commencing the National Program for Democratic Development, 2010-2019 (which was extended to 2020).
Foundations for Local Governance Jan 01 2020 Successful reforms need coherent approaches in which a range of stakeholders are willing to share responsibilities and
resources in order to achieve the ultimate outcome of poverty reduction in developing countries. This book provides a framework to access intended outcomes generated by
decentralization measures implemented in Asian and African countries. It is based on comparative analyses of different experiences of decentralization measures in six
developing countries.
Decentralization and Reform in Latin America Mar 27 2022 'This volume provides a splendid and wide-ranging collection of studies analyzing the political-economy of
decentralization in Latin-America. It's a fascinating story with numerous and profound insights into how fiscal decentralization actually works in the context of a variety of
fiscal institutions and in a setting with a high degree of inequality in the distribution of income and territorial disparities.' - Wallace E. Oates, University of Maryland, US
Decentralization and Democracy in Latin America Feb 11 2021 The nine essays in this collection represent the first book-length treatment of one of the major changes that
have shaped Latin America since independence: decentralization of the state. Contributors argue that though the assignment of political, fiscal, and administrative duties to
subnational governments has been one of the most important political developments in Latin America, it is also one of the most overlooked. This volume is divided into three
sections. Part one presents an overview of the topic by the editors; part two considers the political origins of decentralization; and part three examines decentralization and
economic reforms. Decentralization and Democracy in Latin America explores the causes of decentralization in six significant case studies: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile,

Mexico, and Venezuela. Shorter analyses of Uruguay and Peru are also included. The essays in this volume find substantial common ground across regime types, historical
periods, and countries, and yield several substantive conclusions. First, historical-institutional and socioeconomic legacies marter. Second, democratization and neoliberal
reform are neither necessary nor sufficient to expla
Political Elites and Decentralization Reforms in the Post-Socialist Balkans Nov 22 2021 Across the globe, more powers are being devolved to local and regional levels of
government. This book provides an innovative analysis of such decentralisation in transition states in the Balkans. Using new and rich data, it shows how political elites use
decentralisation strategically to ensure their access to state resources.
Fiscal Decentralization in Ukraine Nov 10 2020 Ukraine in the 1990s needed to reform its intergovernmental finance system both to increase the overall efficiency of the public
sector and to strengthen its nascent democracy. A more transparent system of intergovernmental fiscal relations also held the promise of better addressing the different
views about the country's future in eastern and western parts of the country. Reluctantly, at the beginning of the transition but at full force in the late 1990s, Ukraine joined
many other countries around the world in an effort to redefine its system of intergovernmental fiscal relations. This book discusses the fiscal decentralisation reform in
Ukraine by covering both the deep problems and failures that were encountered for almost a decade and the quite spectacular success of the reforms introduced in 2001.
The Legislative Decentralization in China in the Reform Era Sep 20 2021 This book provides in-depth analysis on the spectacular expansion of the legal system in China,
which results from the consistent decentralization reform in 1978. This book is composed of 8 chapters. Following the introductory chapter, Chapter 2 spells out that in China
the decentralized legislative powers have become not only one of the most important source of authority of local governments but also an important means to exercise other
decentralized powers, which serves to ensure a common market. Chapters 3 to 5 examine the legislative systems of the National People's Congress, its standing committee,
the State Council and local governments (provincial and city-level PC, PCSC and people's governments). The 2015 revised Law on Legislation, on the one hand, grants
legislative power to all city-level governments, representing the continuous trend of legislative decentralization; on the other hand, it largely reduces city-level legislative
powers, reflecting an attempt to tighten the control of the exercise of the local legislative power. Chapters 6 and 7 evaluate two unique local legislative systems in autonomous
areas and Special Economic Zones (SEZs) respectively. Contrary to the autonomous areas, where legislative power is underused, SEZs consistently expand their legislative
power. As a result, by using such power, SEZs played a key role for introducing the legal system on the market economy in China. It ultimately gathered the momentum for
turning the tide of contestation in the ideological, economic and policy domains in favor of a market system, and created conditions favorable for the market-oriented
legislation at national level. Lastly, this book discusses the limitations of the reform and provides recommendations for future legislative development.
Approaches to Fiscal Decentralization in Metropolis Jun 17 2021
Decentralization and Its Implications for Urban Service Delivery Apr 03 2020 This paper reviews efforts to improve the efficiency and responsiveness of urban services
delivery in developing countries. It argues that failures in urban service delivery are not merely the result of a lack of technical knowledge on the part of local government
staff, but also reflect constraints and perverse incentives confronting local personnel and their political leadership, and these, in turn, are often the inadverten result of
problems in the relationship between central and local government. The report views the spread of decentralization as a potentially fortuitous phenomenon. The
decentralization now occurring is not a carefully designed sequence of reforms aimed at improving the efficiency of public service delivery ; it appears to be a reluctant and
disorderly series of concessions by central governments attempting to maintain political stability. (Adapté du résumé de l'auteur).
Decentralisation and Educational Building Management Jun 05 2020 Decentralization has had a significant impact on education systems, in particular, on school construction
and management. This report is the outcome of an international conference on trends in the planning and funding of educational building. The conference's purpose was to
enable participants, through the exchange of information, to analyze the effects of recent decentralization reforms in educational administration on educational building. The
report examines the legislative and administrative framework within which schools are planned and built, they way in which resources are allocated for their construction and
maintenance, and how they are run on a daily basis. Part 1 provides a synthesis of recent developments in five OECD countries--France, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
and the United Kingdom. Diagrams illustrate each country's educational structure. Part 2 presents eight papers, which deal in more detail with aspects of educational planning
management, drawing particularly on the Dutch experience. The papers show how the daily operation and management of educational buildings is irrevocably linked to the
initial capital investment, and why it is essential to provide adequately for maintenance. Five figures are included. The annex contains a list of issues discussed in the group
sessions. (LMI)
Governance, Decentralization and Reform in China, India and Russia Sep 01 2022 The papers in Governance, Decentralization and Reform in China, India and Russia, which
were presented at a ZEF conference in May 1999, deal with three critical aspects of governance in China, India, and Russia: political reforms at the local level; fiscal reforms in
intergovernmental relations; and legal reforms. The volume collects contributions from 24 outstanding economists, political scientists and legal specialists including Vito
Tanzi, Daniel Treisman, Pranab Bardham, Jean Drèze, Katharina Pistor and Kathryn Hendley. Distorted economic and political incentive structures, capture of the state by
powerful élites and inoperative legal systems are factors that have greatly complicated the political economy of reform in these three large countries with heterogeneous
populations. Addressing these political and institutional issues is essential to designing good policies. One particular goal of this volume is to bring together new analytical
insights and empirical evidence on governance, a new and growing field of research. The volume is divided into three parts: fiscal federalism; decentralization and provision of
local public goods; and legal reforms. Part I discusses the role of incentives in fiscal federalism. The papers analyze the effects of different revenue-sharing mechanisms
between different levels of government, in particular the effects on regional growth and inequality and the incentives that local politicians may have to provide public goods
depending on fiscal arrangements with the central government. In adapting their governance structures, all three countries have been striving for increased decentralization.
But the theoretical literature suggests that, in a decentralized setting, second-best solutions must prevail: it is not possible to ensure incentive compatibility simultaneously
with optimal allocation of resources and a balanced budget in providing public goods. Part II discusses taxation and public expenditure management both as a political and as
a budgetary process. Two questions which the papers address are: Does participation of stakeholders and accountability of public authorities improve economic and social
outcomes? Does better governance in the provision of basic goods such as health care and education improve equity? While decentralization is often seen as a way to
improve the quality of public services, rule-based governance is viewed as a safeguard against the arbitrariness of public officials and weaknesses in law enforcement. The
five papers in Part III focus on the rule of law; the role of the judicial system in establishing a rule-based economy; and the effectiveness of legal institutions during the
transition from socialism to a market economy. They present overviews of current legal reform issues in the three countries and discuss various conceptual approaches to
addressing legal reform issues.
Fiscal Decentralization and Local Finance in Developing Countries Aug 27 2019 As experience with decentralization has accumulated, perceptions of both the problems that
often accompany decentralization and the best ways to deal with them have evolved. This book draws on experiences in developing countries to bridge the gap between the
conventional textbook treatment of fiscal decentralization and the actual practice of subnational government finance. The extensive literature about the theory and practice is
surveyed, and longstanding problems and new questions are addressed. There is no simple or single way to get decentralization right. To be successful, scholars of fiscal
decentralization must pay close attention to the unique political, economic, and institutional context and objectives in each country. The authors focus on the key choices that
must be made in decentralizing, on how economic and political factors shape the choices that countries make, and on how, by paying more attention to the need for a more
comprehensive approach and the critical connections between different components of decentralization reform, everyone involved might get more for their money.Bahl and
Bird have created a valuable resource for scholars, students, and practitioners from economics, public administration and management, planning, policy analysis, and political
science.
Decentralization and Local Governance in Developing Countries Nov 30 2019 Over the past three decades the developing world has seen increasing devolution of political and
economic power to local governments. Decentralization is considered an important element of participatory democracy and, along with privatization and deregulation,
represents a substantial reduction in the authority of national governments over economic policy. The contributors to Decentralization and Local Governance in Developing
Countries examine this institutional transformation from comparative and interdisciplinary perspectives, offering detailed case studies of decentralization in eight countries:
Bolivia, Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Pakistan, South Africa, and Uganda. Some of these countries witnessed an unprecedented "big bang" shift toward comprehensive
political and economic decentralization: Bolivia in 1995 and Indonesia after the fall of Suharto in 1998. Brazil and India decentralized in an uneven and more gradual manner. In
some other countries (such as Pakistan), devolution represented an instrument for consolidation of power of a nondemocratic national government. In China, local
governments were granted much economic but little political power. South Africa made the transition from the undemocratic decentralization of apartheid to decentralization
under a democratic constitution. The studies provide a comparative perspective on the political and economic context within which decentralization took place, and how this
shaped its design and possible impact. Contributors Omar Azfar, Gianpaolo Baiocchi, Pranab Bardhan, Shubham Chaudhuri, Ali Cheema, Jean-Paul Faguet, Bert Hofman, Kai
Kaiser, Philip E. Keefer, Asim Ijaz Khwaja, Justin Yifu Lin, Mingxing Liu, Jeffrey Livingston, Patrick Meagher, Dilip Mookherjee, Ambar Narayan, Adnan Qadir, Ran Tao, Tara
Vishwanath, Martin Wittenberg
Health Sector Reform in Bolivia Aug 20 2021 Bolivia has made significant progress in health status and equity in the last decade, due to the implementation of a series of
health policies directed primarily at reducing maternal and infant mortality and controlling communicable diseases. These policies include the introduction of a focus on
health outcomes in the context of decentralization, the implementation of public health insurance, the strengthening of vertically-financed public health programs and to a
lesser extent, an increase in the size of the sector's workforce and greater participation of indigenous peoples. Health Sector Reform in Bolivia analyzes these policies, draws
lessons from their implementation, discusses remaining challenges, and provides recommendations in the context of the country's latest policy developments. Findings show
that while coverage has increased in almost all municipalities, significant equity gaps remain between the rich and the poor, the urban and rural, and the indigenous and nonindigenous. The analysis suggests that three key issues need to be addressed: - Maintaining the focus on national priorities in the context of the newly expanded maternal
and child insurance; - Strengthening efforts to extend care to poor rural areas; and - Improving the effectiveness of the system in the context of the new management model.
The Party Politics of Decentralization Aug 08 2020 This book addresses the process of decentralization in Italy, examined from the perspective of political parties. In
particular, it assesses whether and to what extent the dynamics of party competition are likely to shape policy agenda and affect policy change. The author starts by providing
a thorough account of the process and history of Italian decentralization and the policy outcomes achieved over time, before discussing how party attention to an issue
triggers related policy changes (manipulation of salience). Next, the focus shifts to the concrete positions adopted by parties on decentralization to assess whether the pattern
of party competition has been consensual or adversarial, and how this pattern influenced the process of reform (manipulation of position). Finally, the author examines the
role of frames in party competition. This volume offers essential research that will prove useful to a variety of audiences, ranging from scholars of territorial and Italian politics
to those interested in agenda-setting, policy change, and party politics.

The Hexagon and the Napoleonic State Mar 15 2021
Building Democratic Institutions Jul 27 2019 Annotation Bridges the gap between theoretical literature and the tools and practices needed to strengthen or rebuild democratic
institutions and reform governance systems. Through case studies and examples of good practices of governance, Cheema assesses the conditions that make democracy
work.
Political Waters Jan 13 2021 Political Waters examines how recent reforms of decentralization, privatization, and commercialization are initiated and implemented with regard
to water management in Khartoum. In so doing, it uses the prism of water to gain insights into Sudanese (water) politics, power strategies, and state-society relationships.
Drawing on detailed, actor-oriented, and ethnographic analyses based on political ecology and on organization sociology, the main findings develop important aspects of rule
and emphasize the relevance of studying local micropolitical contexts in order to understand macropolitical dynamics. This work obtained the DAVO (German Middle East
Studies Association) Dissertation Award 2012. Dissertation. (Series: Forum Political Geography / Forum Politische Geographie - Vol. 7)
Decentralizing Health Services in Mexico Jan 25 2022 ?This academic but passionate and controversial work should be read by specialists on Mexico and Latin America, as
well as by those interested in healthcare and social policy in general.??Carmelo Mesa-Lago, University of PittsburghHas Mexico, twenty years after beginning the process of
decentralizing its health system, realized the anticipated benefits of increased community participation and improvements in efficiency and quality? Addressing this question,
Decentralizing Health Services in Mexico presents a thorough historical and theoretical grounding, as well as representative case studies of decentralization at the state and
local levels.The authors combine qualitative and quantitative data in their examination of the transfer of authority over fiscal, human, and physical resources in the health
sector. The result is a major contribution to the ongoing debate over the advantages and disadvantages of decentralization in varying political, cultural, and economic
contexts.Nuria Homedes is associate professor at the University of Texas School of Public Health-Houston. Antonio Ugalde is emeritus professor at the Department of
Sociology, University of Texas at Austin. CONTENTS: Decentralization: Theory and History. Decentralization: The Long Road from Theory to Practice?the Editors.
Decentralization of Health Services in Mexico: A Historical Review?the Editors. The First Attempt, 1983-1988. Decentralizing Health Services: Formulation, Implementaion, and
Results?M. Gonzalez-Block, R. Leyva, O. Zapta, R. Loewe, and J. Alagon. Federalist Flirtations: The Politics and Execution of Health Services Decentralization for the
Uninsured in Mexico, 1985-1995?A.-E. Birn. Trying Again, 1994-2004: Case Studies from Five States. ?Decentralized? in Quotes: Baja California Sur, 1996-2000?L. Olvera
Santana. The Slow and Difficult Institutionalization of Health Care Reform in Sonora: 1982-2000?R. Abrantes Pego. Guanajuato: Invisible Results?S. Arjonilla Alday. Nuevo
Leon and Tamaulipas: Opening and Closing a Window of Opportunity?the Editors. Decentralization at the Health District Level in Nuevo Leon?the Editors. Conclusions?the
Editors.
Political Reform in Indonesia After Soeharto May 17 2021 Three decades of authoritarian rule in Indonesia came to a sudden end in 1998. The collapse of the Soeharto regime
was accompanied by massive economic decline, widespread rioting, communal conflict, and fears that the nation was approaching the brink of disintegration. Although the fall
of Soeharto opened the way towards democratization, conditions were by no means propitious for political reform. This book asks how political reform could proceed despite
such unpromising circumstances. It examines electoral and constitutional reform, the decentralization of a highly centralized regime, the gradual but incomplete withdrawal of
the military from its deep political involvement, the launching of an anti-corruption campaign, and the achievement of peace in two provinces that had been devastated by
communal violence and regional rebellion.
Fiscal Decentralization and Local Public Finance in Japan Jan 31 2020 The intergovernmental fiscal issue is highly relevant given the worldwide movement toward more
decentralized governance in both industrial and developing countries. Over the course of five decades Japan has developed a robust system of decentralized governance.
This book investigates fiscal decentralization and local finance in Japan with a view to understanding how the process of decentralization has unfolded there and what the
rest of the world can learn. The author sheds light on the drives leading up to a need for decentralization reform over the last decade and evaluates so-called ‘Trinity Reform’
implemented by the Koizumi administration during 2004-2006. Finally, the book considers the decentralization process in Asian developing countries and discusses what
lessons might be drawn from Japanese experiences. This excellent study of an important subject area will be particularly useful for all those studying intergovernmental fiscal
relations, public finance and public sector economics. It will also be of interest to specialist international organizations and policy makers who are involved in
intergovernmental issues.
Decentralization and State Capacity May 29 2022 The scope of the present approach is twofold. First, it will try to analyze whether the post- communist transitions were very
different from other transitions from autocratic rule (see Schneider and Schmitter 2003 for a debate on the subject) by attempting to adjust a theoretical apparatus developed
for other uses and to apply it irrespective of the degree of democratization. Second, as the vision on what decentralization means and how it works influences how important
funds are distributed and how many programs of the international institutions are implemented, the findings may have an immense public policy stake. Especially under the
influence of the main international institutions of the World Bank and the IMF, many developing countries are guided into adopting specific policies.-China's Economic Reform Jun 25 2019 Both Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping drastically altered the course of contemporary China's economic development using opposing
strategies. Mao froze China's economic system in a perennial state of consumer goods shortages and pervasive macro disequilibria. Deng, however, began thawing a rigidly
structured system by introducing experimental reform measures. Mao's revolutionary rhetoric brought China's economy to the brink of bankruptcy. Deng's ideological
pragmatism netted China glowing successes. Mao closed China to the outside world. Deng engineered China's reintegration into the world economy. Dismantling a
dysfunctional system and replacing it with a dynamic new one involving 1.2 billion people is risk-laden. Reform in China began in 1978. It was tentative and experimental,
confining reform to organizational and administrative decentralization on farms. Successes on farms ushered in reform elsewhere in the economy. Over time, market-based
coordinating mechanisms progressively began replacing the system's control devices. Results from decentralization internally reinforced those from liberalization externally.
This consequently transformed China's stale, distorted system into a more competitive, bustling new one ready for developmental takeoff. Its meteoric rise among the world's
leading markets in recent years has thrust China's economy to the forefront of growth and development. Controlled, phased reform is yielding dividends, not only for its own
consumers but for international economic cooperation and growth as well.
Decentralization and Governance Capacity Feb 23 2022 It is widely assumed that the relationship between governance capacity and decentralization determines the success
in governance, but how does this relationship function is largely contested. Does decentralization lead to an improvement in governance capacities, or are certain capacities
preconditioned in order for decentralization to lead better governance? Relying on an empirical study of Turkish provincial municipalities, the book argues success in
decentralization is strongly influenced by the socioeconomic conditions in the province and to a lesser extent by the local government’s capacity. The book provides a novel
approach to capacity building practices and decentralization reforms by suggesting that the relationship between decentralization and governance capacity should be
addressed not only on the organizational but also on the developmental level. In this way, the book proposes asymmetrical decentralization according to socio-economic
development at subnational level for better governance outcomes.
The Impact of Decentralization on Social Policy Oct 29 2019
Centralization and Decentralization Oct 02 2022 Globalization has brought dramatic changes to the character and functions of education in most countries around the world.
However, the impact of globalization on schools and universities is not uniform. One public-policy strategy that has been widely adopted is decentralization; but there is no
consensus on whether centralization or decentralization is more effective to improve organization and management in education. This book is contextualized in the literature
on globalization, and examines how policies of decentralization have affected the running of education in Hong Kong, Taiwan, Shanghai, Singapore, Macau and Mainland
China. It analyzes the strategies that the governments of the selected societies have adopted in reforming the structure of education systems, mobilizing different forces to
create more educational opportunities, and devising new measures to assure quality in the education sector.
Democratizing France Sep 08 2020 The focus of this book is on the decentralization reforms legislated by the Socialist government in France from 1982 to 1986. These
reforms redefined the role of the central state in the periphery and gave extensive new powers to territorial governments. In order to more fully assess the causes and effects
of this recent decentralization, Vivien Schmidt examines these reforms and their impact in comparative historical perspective. The first part of the book traces the history of
decentralization from the French Revolution to the present, highlighting the significant reforms at the beginning of the Third Republic in the 1870s. The second part of the
book analyzes the actual impact of the reforms of both the 1870s and the 1980s on local government institutions and processes. Professor Schmidt uses an innovative mix of
methods borrowed from political sociology and cultural anthropology, combined with historical analysis and extensive interviews of national and local politicians and civil
servants. Her analysis allows her to explain how in a governmental system as formally centralized as that of France, local officials nevertheless managed to develop informal
rules that gave them more power than the laws allowed. The Socialists in the Fifth Republic, she explains, formalized this previously established informal system. The book
provides important new theoretical insights into the changing nature of the French state in addition to revealing significant historical patterns, particularly in the parallel
between the role of decentralization in the Third and Fifth Republics.
Decentralization and Popular Democracy May 05 2020 Bolivia decentralized in an effort to deepen democracy, improve public services, and make government more
accountable. Unlike many countries, Bolivia succeeded. Over the past generation, public investment shifted dramatically toward primary services and resource distribution
became far more equitable, partly due to the creation of new local governments. Many municipalities responded to decentralization with transparent, accountable government,
yet others suffered ineptitude, corruption, or both. Why? Jean-Paul Faguet combines broad econometric data with deep qualitative evidence to investigate the social
underpinnings of governance. He shows how the interaction of civic groups and business interests determines the quality of local decision making. In order to understand
decentralization, Faguet argues, we must understand governance from the ground up. Drawing on his findings, he offers an evaluation of the potential benefits of
decentralization and recommendations for structuring successful reform.
Decentralization, Regional Diversity, and Conflict Dec 12 2020 This edited volume focuses on the links between the ongoing crisis in and around Ukraine, regional diversity,
and the reform of decentralization. It provides in-depth insights into the historical constitution of regional diversity and the evolution of center-periphery relationships in
Ukraine, the legal qualification of the conflict in Eastern Ukraine, and the role of the decentralization reform in promoting conflict resolution, as well as modernization,
democratization and European integration of Ukraine. Particular emphasis lies on the securitization of both regional diversity issues and territorial self-government
arrangements in terms of Russia’s support for self-proclaimed Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics. The volume captures the complexity of contemporary “hybrid”
conflicts, involving both internal and external aspects, and the hybridization and securitization of territorial self-governance solutions. It thus provides an important
contribution to the debate on territorial self-government and conflict resolution.
Fiscal Decentralization Reforms Jun 29 2022 This book examines the impacts of fiscal decentralization reforms on the efficiency of local governments in Central and Eastern
European (CEE) countries. By offering a comparative perspective and by applying econometric methods and regression models, it analyses various reform trajectories and

their effects on individual CEE countries. Furthermore, the book discusses input and output indicators for evaluating the efficiency of municipalities. Readers will learn about
the common features of these countries, the impact of path dependence, and future prospects for decentralization reforms. In closing, the book discusses modern
management and administration methods, opportunities for cooperation between municipalities, co-creative service delivery, and other measures that could improve the
efficiency of public service provision.
Is Decentralization Good for Development? Sep 28 2019 "This book is a product of the Initiative for Policy Dialogue's Decentralization Task Force, and was first conceived at a
conference held at Columbia University in New York in 2009"--Page vii.
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