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Generative Theory and Corpus Studies Sep 28 2019 The future of English linguistics as envisaged
by the editors of Topics in English Linguistics lies in empirical studies which integrate work in
English linguistics into general and theoretical linguistics on the one hand, and comparative
linguistics on the other. The TiEL series features volumes that present interesting new data and
analyses, and above all fresh approaches that contribute to the overall aim of the series, which is to
further outstanding research in English linguistics.
Handbook of Entrepreneurial Cognition Jul 27 2019 Entrepreneurial cognition research is at a
crossroads, where static views give way to dynamic approaches. This Handbook draws on a variety
of perspectives from experts in the field of entrepreneurial cognition to highlight the key elements
in a soci
Figurative Thought and Language in Action Aug 20 2021 The contents of the volume prove the
vitality of cognitive linguistic studies of figuration when combined with new research
methodologies, in tandem with other disciplines, and also when applied to an ever broader range of
topics. Individual chapters are concerned not only with some fundamental issues of defining and
delimiting metaphor and metonymy, with the impact of figuration on grammatical forms, but are
also exemplary discussions of how figurative language is processed and understood, as well as
studies of practical ramifications of the use of figurative language in various types of discourse
(the language of media, politics and healthcare communication). Most of the volume assumes a
synchronic perspective, but diachronic coverage of processes is not missing either. In short, the
volume demonstrates how rewarding it is to return to the true origins of cognitive linguistics for
new inspiration and take a fresh start promising a true cornucopia of future results.
Cognitive Foundations of Grammar Jun 29 2022 The main function of language is to convey
meaning. The question of why language is structured the way it is, Heine here argues, has
therefore to be answered first of all with reference to this function. Linguistic explanations in
terms of other exponents of language structure, e.g. of syntax, are likely to highlight peripheral or
epi-phenomenal rather than central characteristics of language structure. This book uses basic
findings on grammaticalization processes to describe the role of cognitive forces in shaping
grammar. It provides students with an introductory treatment of a field of linguistics that has
developed recently and is rapidly expanding.

Meaning Change in Grammaticalization Jan 13 2021 The author explores the mechanisms
underlying semantic change. Meaning changes work, and this is evident in processes of
grammaticalisation in which lexical items lose autonomous meaning. Based on formal semantic
theory, this book is useful for students of historical and comparative linguistics and formal
semantics.
Cultural, Psychological and Typological Issues in Cognitive Linguistics Feb 23 2022 Cognitive
linguistics is nothing if not an interdisciplinary and comparative enterprise. This collection
addresses both the implications OF and the implications FOR cognitive linguistics of
psycholinguistic, computational, neuroscientific, cross-cultural and cross-linguistic research.
Areal Diffusion and Genetic Inheritance Jul 19 2021 This book considers how and why forms and
meanings of different languages at different times may resemble each other. Its distinguished
authors investigate the relationship between areal diffusion and the genetic development of
languages, and reveal the means of distinguishing what may cause one language to share the
characteristics of another. The chapters cover Ancient Anatolia, Modern Anatolia, Australia,
Amazonia, Oceania, Southeast and East Asia, and Sub-Saharan. Africa. - ;Two languages can
resemble each other in the categories, constructions, and types of meaning they use; and in the fo.
The Expression of Possession Nov 10 2020 This collection of nine original articles deals with the
expression of possession at various levels of grammar, morphological, phrasal, and syntactic, and
from a typologically diverse range of languages (including Germanic, Oceanic, Meso-American, and
Australian Aboriginal). There are two main aims. The first is to reveal something of the range of
constructions employed cross-linguistically in the expression of possession, and second, to present
an understanding of the possessive relation itself as a cognitive and linguistic phenomenon. A
guiding principle in the selection of contributors has.
The Oxford Handbook of Derivational Morphology May 17 2021 The Oxford Handbook of
Derivational Morphology is intended as a companion volume to the Oxford Handbook of
Compounding (OUP 2009), aiming to provide a comprehensive and thorough overview of the study
of derivational morphology. Written by distinguished scholars, its 41 chapters are devoted to
theoretical and definitional matters, formal and semantic issues, interdisciplinary connections, and
detailed descriptions of derivational processes in a wide range of language families. It presents the
reader with the current state of the art in the study of derivational morphology. The handbook
begins with an overview and a consideration of definitional matters, distinguishing derivation from
inflection on the one hand and compounding on the other. From a formal perspective, the
handbook treats affixation (prefixation, suffixation, infixation, circumfixation, etc.), conversion,
reduplication, root and pattern and other templatic processes, as well as prosodic and subtractive
means of forming new words. From a semantic perspective, it looks at the processes that form
various types of adjectives, adverbs, nouns, and verbs, as well as evaluatives and the rarer
processes that form function words. Chapters are devoted to issues of theory, methodology, the
historical development of derivation, and to child language acquisition, sociolinguistic,
experimental, and psycholinguistic approaches. The second half of the book surveys derivation in
fifteen language families that are widely dispersed in terms of both geographical location and
typological characteristics. It ends with a consideration of both areal tendencies in derivation and
the issue of universals.
Periphrasis and Inflexion in Diachrony Dec 12 2020 This volume brings together contributions
from leading specialists in syntax and morphology to explore the complex relation between
periphrasis and inflexion from both a synchronic and diachronic perspective. The chapters draw on
data from across the Romance language family, including standard and regional varieties and
dialects. The relation between periphrasis and inflexion raises questions for both syntax and
morphology, and understanding the phenomena involved requires cooperation across these subdomains. For example, the components that express many periphrases can be interrupted by other
words in a way that is common in syntax but not in morphology, and in some contexts, a
periphrastic form may be semantically equivalent to a single-word inflected form, with which it
arguably forms part of a paradigmatic set. Patterns of this kind are found across Romance, albeit
with significant local differences. Moreover, diachrony is essential in understanding these
phenomena, and the rich historical documentation available for Romance allows an in-depth
exploration of the changes and variation involved, as different members of the family may

instantiate different stages of development. Studying these changes also raises important
questions about the relation between attested and reconstructed patterns. Although the empirical
focus of the volume is on the Romance languages, the analyses and conclusions presented shed
light on the development and nature of similar structures in other language families and provide
valuable insights relevant to linguistic theory more broadly.
The Categorization of Spatial Entities in Language and Cognition Jan 25 2022 Despite a growing
interest for space in language, most research has focused on spatial markers specifying the static
or dynamic relationships among entities (verbs, prepositions, postpositions, case markings ). Little
attention has been paid to the very properties of spatial entities, their status in linguistic
descriptions, and their implications for spatial cognition and its development in children. This
topic is at the center of this book, that opens a new field by sketching some major theoretical and
methodological directions for future research on spatial entities. Brought together linguistic
descriptions of spatial systems, formal accounts of linguistic data, and experimental findings from
psycholinguistic studies, all couched within a wide cross-linguistic perspective. Such an
interdisciplinary approach provides a rich overview of the many questions that remain unanswered
in relation to spatial entities, while also throwing a new light on previous research focusing on
related topics concerning space and/or the relation between language and cognition.
Morphologie Oct 22 2021 This series of HANDBOOKS OF LINGUISTICS AND COMMUNICATION
SCIENCE is designed to illuminate a field which not only includes general linguistics and the study
of linguistics as applied to specific languages, but also covers those more recent areas which have
developed from the increasing body of research into the manifold forms of communicative action
and interaction. For "classic" linguistics there appears to be a need for a review of the state of the
art which will provide a reference base for the rapid advances in research undertaken from a
variety of theoretical standpoints, while in the more recent branches of communication science the
handbooks will give researchers both an verview and orientation. To attain these objectives, the
series will aim for a standard comparable to that of the leading handbooks in other disciplines, and
to this end will strive for comprehensiveness, theoretical explicitness, reliable documentation of
data and findings, and up-to-date methodology. The editors, both of the series and of the individual
volumes, and the individual contributors, are committed to this aim. The languages of publication
are English, German, and French. The main aim of the series is to provide an appropriate account
of the state of the art in the various areas of linguistics and communication science covered by
each of the various handbooks; however no inflexible pre-set limits will be imposed on the scope of
each volume. The series is open-ended, and can thus take account of further developments in the
field. This conception, coupled with the necessity of allowing adequate time for each volume to be
prepared with the necessary care, means that there is no set time-table for the publication of the
whole series. Each volume will be a self-contained work, complete in itself. The order in which the
handbooks are published does not imply any rank ordering, but is determined by the way in which
the series is organized; the editor of the whole series enlist a competent editor for each individual
volume. Once the principal editor for a volume has been found, he or she then has a completely
free hand in the choice of co-editors and contributors. The editors plan each volume independently
of the others, being governed only by general formal principles. The series editor only intervene
where questions of delineation between individual volumes are concerned. It is felt that this
(modus operandi) is best suited to achieving the objectives of the series, namely to give a
competent account of the present state of knowledge and of the perception of the problems in the
area covered by each volume.
Manual of Grammatical Interfaces in Romance Dec 24 2021 Different components of grammar
interact in non-trivial ways. It has been under debate what the actual range of interaction is and
how we can most appropriately represent this in grammatical theory. The volume provides a
general overview of various topics in the linguistics of Romance languages by examining them
through the interaction of grammatical components and functions as a state-of-the-art report, but
at the same time as a manual of Romance languages.
Up and down the Cline  The Nature of Grammaticalization Sep 20 2021 The basic idea behind this
volume is to probe the nature of grammaticalization. Its contributions focus on the following
questions: (i) In how far can grammaticalization be considered a universal diachronic process or
mechanism of change and in how far is it conditioned by synchronic factors? (ii) What is the role of

the speaker in grammaticalization? (iii) Does grammaticalization itself provide a cause for change
or is it an epiphenomenon, i.e. a conglomeration of causal factors/mechanisms which elsewhere
occur independently? (iv) If it is epiphenominal, how do we explain that similar pathways so often
occur in known cases of grammaticalization? (v) Is grammaticalization unidirectional? (vi) What is
the nature of the parameters guiding grammaticalization? The overall aim of the book is to enrich
our understanding of what grammaticalization does or does not entail via detailed case studies in
combination with theoretical and methodological discussions.
Sentence Patterns in English and Hebrew Aug 27 2019 Sentence Patterns in English and Hebrew
offers an innovative perspective on sentential syntax, in which sentence patterns are introduced as
constructions within the general framework of Construction Grammar. Drawing on naturally
occurring data collected from the Internet, the study challenges the prevailing view of predication
as the sole mechanism of sentence formation, and introduces the idea of patterning as a
complementary, sometimes even alternative mechanism. Major sentence patterns of English and
Hebrew are systematically presented, targeting both their form and their function. A contrastive
analysis of the sentence patterns in these two languages results in postulating a typological group,
in which cognitive motivations are shown to account for both similarities and differences within
the typology. Sentence Patterns in English and Hebrew will appeal to scholars of constructional
approaches, cognitive linguistics, typology, syntax, as well as anyone interested in English and
Hebrew.
Languages of the Amazon Jun 05 2020 This guide and introduction to the extraordinary range of
languages in Amazonia includes some of the most fascinating in the world and many of which are
now teetering on the edge of extinction.
The Art of Grammar Apr 15 2021 This book introduces the principles and practice of writing a
comprehensive reference grammar. Several thousand distinct languages are currently spoken
across the globe, each with its own grammatical system and its own selection of diverse
grammatical structures. Comprehensive reference grammars offer a basis for understanding
linguistic diversity and can provide a unique perspective into the structure and social and cognitive
underpinnings of different languages. Alexandra Aikhenvald describes the means of collecting,
analysing, and organizing data for use in this type of grammar, and discusses the typological
parameters that can be used to explore relationships with other languages. She considers how a
grammar can made to reflect and bring to life the society of its speakers through background
explanation and the judicious choice of examples, as well as by showing how its language, history,
and culture are intertwined. She ends with a full glossary of terms and guidance for those wanting
to explore a particular linguistic phenomenon or language family. The Art of Grammar is the ideal
resource for students and teachers of linguistics, language studies, and inductively-oriented
linguistic, cultural, and social anthropology.
A Cognitive Grammar of Japanese Clause Structure Apr 27 2022 This volume represents the first
comprehensive work on Japanese clause structure conducted within the framework of Cognitive
Grammar. The author proposes schematic conceptual structures for the major constructions in the
language and defines Japanese case marking and grammatical relations in purely conceptual
terms. The work thus makes a convincing case for the conceptual basis of grammar, thereby
constituting a strong argument against the autonomy of syntax hypothesis of Generative Grammar.
The volume should be of interest to any researcher wishing to know how Cognitive Grammar,
whose primary focus has been on the non-syntactic aspects of language, can explain the clausal
structure of a given language in a detailed, comprehensive, yet unifying manner. In addition to its
theoretical findings, the volume contains a number of revealing analyses and interpretations of
Japanese data, which should be of great interest to all Japanese linguists, irrespective of their
theoretical persuasions.
The Oxford Handbook of Linguistic Analysis Mar 15 2021 Fifty of the world's most distinguished
scholars subject the analytic frameworks of contemporary linguistics to the same set of principled
questions, showing which models best explain particular phenomena and offering a unique
overview of linguistic theory.
The Oxford Handbook of Cognitive Linguistics Sep 01 2022 Part I: Basic Concepts (16 cap.) + Part
II: Models of Grammar (3 cap.) + Part III: Situating Cognitive Linguistics (3 cap.) + Part IV:
Linguistic Structure and Language Use (13 cap.) + Part V: Linguistic Variation and Change (7 cap.)

+ Part VI: Applied and Interdisciplinary Perspectives.
International Encyclopedia of Linguistics Jan 01 2020 This updated edition contains over 900
articles, which provide a detailed overview of theory and research in all branches of linguistics.
Every known language is covered and each article is followed by a detailed bibliography.
Grammaticalising the Perfect and Explanations of Language Change Nov 22 2021 In this book,
Bozhil Hristov investigates the verbal systems of two distantly related Indo-European languages,
highlighting similarities as well as crucial differences between them and seeking a unified
approach.
Cognitive Foundations of Grammar Oct 02 2022 The main function of language is to convey
meaning. Therefore, argues Bernd Heine in these pages, the question of why language is
structured the way it is must first of all be answered with reference to this function. Linguistic
explanations offered in terms of other exponents of language structure (for example, syntax) are
likely to highlight peripheral or epi-phenomenal--rather than central--characteristics of language
structure. Heine provides a solid introductory treatment of the ways in which language structure
(that is, grammar) and language usage can be explained with reference to the processes
underlying human conceptualization and communication. Exploring an area of linguistics that has
developed only recently and is rapidly expanding, Cognitive Foundations of Grammar will appeal to
students of linguistics, psychology, and anthropology, especially those interested in
grammaticalization processess.
Possession Nov 03 2022 In this new work, Bernd Heine claims that the structure of grammatical
categories is predictable to a large extent once we know the range of possible cognitive structures
from which they are derived. The author uses as his example the structure of predicative
possession, and shows how most of the possessive constructions to be found in the world's
languages can be traced back to a small set of basic conceptual patterns. Heine identifies these
patterns, and using grammaticalization theory he describes how each affects the word order and
morphosyntax of the resulting possessive construction. He argues that grammaticalization theory
explains much of the observable typological diversity which characterizes 'have'-constructions in
the world's languages. Illustrated by a wealth of examples, this is an original and important
statement from a leading linguist.
Verbs Nov 30 2019 Examining the syntax and semantics of verbs from a crosslinguistic
perspective, this book encompasses the full range of English verb classes, has a strong typological
dimension and presents a model of event structure that breaks new ground in predicting and
explaining linguistic facts.
Historical Semantics and Cognition May 29 2022
The Grammaticalization of Tense, Aspect, Modality and Evidentiality Jul 07 2020 This book brings
together a series of contributions to the study of grammaticalization of tense, aspect, and modality
from a functional perspective. All contributions share the aim to uncover the functional
motivations behind the processes of grammaticalization under discussion, but they do so from
different points of view.
Essays on Language Function and Language Type May 05 2020 In their subject matter and in their
theoretical orientation all the papers in this volume reflect the powerful influence of T. Givón.
Most of them deal with questions of morphosyntactic typology, pragmatics, and grammaticalization
theory. Many of them are directly based on extensive fieldwork on local languages of the Americas,
Africa, Asia, and the Pacific. Others are based on statistical analyses of extensive written and
spoken corpora of texts.
Cognitive Foundations of Grammar Jul 31 2022 The main function of language is to convey
meaning. Therefore, argues Bernd Heine in these pages, the question of why language is
structured the way it is must first of all be answered with reference to this function. Linguistic
explanations offered in terms of other exponents of language structure (for example, syntax) are
likely to highlight peripheral or epi-phenomenal--rather than central--characteristics of language
structure. Heine provides a solid introductory treatment of the ways in which language structure
(that is, grammar) and language usage can be explained with reference to the processes
underlying human conceptualization and communication. Exploring an area of linguistics that has
developed only recently and is rapidly expanding, Cognitive Foundations of Grammar will appeal to
students of linguistics, psychology, and anthropology, especially those interested in

grammaticalization processess.
Quotative Indexes in African Languages Feb 11 2021 The book represents the results of a
synchronic and diachronic cross-African survey of quotative indexes. These are linguistic
expressions that signal in the ongoing discourse the presence of a quote (often called "direct
reported speech"). For this purpose, 39 African languages were selected to represent the
genealogical and geographical diversity of the continent. The study is based primarily on this
language sample, in particular on the analysis of quotative indexes and related expressions from a
text corpus of each sample language, but also includes a wide range of data from the published
literature on other African as well as non- African languages. It is the first typological investigation
of direct reported discourse of this magnitude in a large group of languages. The book may thus
serve as a starting point of similar studies in other geographical areas or even with a global scope,
as well as stimulate more detailed investigations of particular languages. The results of the African
survey challenge several prevailing cross-linguistic generalizations regarding quotative indexes
and reported discourse constructions as a whole, of which two are of particular interest. In the
syntactic domain, where reported discourse has mostly been dealt with under so- called sentential
complementation, the study supports the minority view that direct reported discourse and also a
large portion of indirect reported discourse show hardly any evidence for the claim that the
reported clause is a syntactic object complement of some matrix verb. With respect to
grammaticalization, the work concludes that speech verbs are, against common belief, not a
frequent source of quotatives, complementizers, and other related markers. Far more frequent
sources are markers of similarity and manner; generic verbs of equation, inchoativity, and action;
and pronominals referring to the quote or the speaker. Another more general conclusion of the
study is that especially direct reported discourse can be fruitfully analyzed as part of a larger
linguistic domain called "mimesis". This comprises expressions which represent a state of affairs
by means of enactment/ performance rather than with the help of "canonical" linguistic signs and
includes, besides reported discourse, world-referring bodily gestures, ideophone-like signs, and
non-linguistic sound.
Human Cultures through the Scientific Lens Mar 03 2020 This volume brings together a collection
of seven articles previously published by the author, with a new introduction reframing the articles
in the context of past and present questions in anthropology, psychology and human evolution. It
promotes the perspective of ‘integrated’ social science, in which social science questions are
addressed in a deliberately eclectic manner, combining results and models from evolutionary
biology, experimental psychology, economics, anthropology and history. It thus constitutes a
welcome contribution to a gradually emerging approach to social science based on E. O. Wilson’s
concept of ‘consilience’. Human Cultures through the Scientific Lens spans a wide range of topics,
from an examination of ritual behaviour, integrating neuro-science, ethology and anthropology to
explain why humans engage in ritual actions (both cultural and individual), to the motivation of
conflicts between groups. As such, the collection gives readers a comprehensive and accessible
introduction to the applications of an evolutionary paradigm in the social sciences. This volume
will be a useful resource for scholars and students in the social sciences (particularly psychology,
anthropology, evolutionary biology and the political sciences), as well as a general readership
interested in the social sciences.
Frames and Concept Types Aug 08 2020 This volume showcases the potential richness of frame
representations. The presentation includes introductory articles on the application of frames to
linguistics and philosophy of science, offering readers the tools to conduct the interdisciplinary
investigation of concepts that frames allow. * Introductory articles on the application of frames to
linguistics and philosophy of science * Frame analysis of changes in scientific concepts * Event
frames and lexical decomposition * Properties, frame attributes and adjectives * Frames in concept
composition * Nominal concept types and determination "This volume deals with frame
representations and their relations to concept types in linguistics and philosophy of science. It
aims at reviving concepts and frames as a common model across disciplines for representing
semantic and conceptual knowledge. Departing from the general assumption that frames are not
just an arbitrary format of representation but essential to human cognition, a number of case
studies apply frames as an analytical tool to a wide range of phenomena, from changes in scientific
concepts to particular linguistic phenomena. This provides new insights into long-standing

semantic issues, such as the lexical representation of verbs (as predicative frames specifying
particular event descriptions or situation types and their participants), adjectives and nominals (as
concept frames, which provide attributes and properties of an entity), as well as modification,
complementation, possessive constructions, compounding, nominal concept types, determination,
or definiteness marking." Bert Gehrke, Pompeu, Fabra University, Barcelona, Spain
Directional Particles in Cantonese Jun 17 2021 This book is the first on Cantonese that deals with
the grammaticalization phenomenon systematically. Focusing on a group of twelve directional
particles, this book tracks their grammaticalization pathways from full-fledged directional verbs,
to directional particles indicating meanings relating to tense-aspect, modality, and quantification,
in the post-verbal position. Some of these particles have undergone further grammaticalization to
convey speaker’s subjective as well as intersubjective stances. This book is also unique in its
diachronic component. Examples in the book are drawn from various sources including early
Cantonese pedagogical texts, Cantonese films, and contemporary Cantonese corpora, with data
ranging from the mid-nineteenth century to the present. This book will be a valuable resource not
only for all linguists interested in the development of grammatical forms, but also for teachers and
students in conversation/discourse analysis, psychology, and anthropology interested in deepening
their understanding of the interaction between language structure and use.
Grammar in Use across Time and Space Oct 10 2020 This monograph contains the first systematic
investigation of the Japanese ‘dative subject’ construction across time and space. It demonstrates
that, in order to capture what speakers/writers know about how to put an utterance or a clause
together, it is necessary to pay attention to what they do in actual language use and in different
discourse types. The work also shows the importance of diachronic perspectives to help us better
understand the ways in which a particular grammatical structure is represented synchronically. By
utilizing modern Japanese conversation, contemporary Japanese novels, and a pre-modern and
modern Japanese literature corpus, the study highlights the role of ‘dative subjects’ at the
semantic and discourse-pragmatic levels. Specifically, it demonstrates that what has been
considered to be a most ‘grammatical’ aspect of Japanese actually turns out to be rather
pragmatically oriented.
Historical Linguistics 1999 Sep 08 2020 This is a selection of papers from the 14th International
Conference on Historical Linguistics held August 9-13, 1999, at the University of British Columbia.
From the rich program and the many papers given during this conference, the present twentythree papers were carefully selected to display the state of current research in the field of
historical linguistics.
Approaches to Predicative Possession Oct 29 2019 This book discusses existential and possessive
constructions in two important, yet under-studied, language families, Slavic and Finno-Ugric.
Using data from the Slavic languages of Polish, Belarusian and Russian, and the Finno-Ugric
languages of Finnish, Hungarian, Meadow Mari, Komi-Permiyak and Udmurt, as well as the closely
related Selkup of the Samoyedic family, the chapters in this volume analyse predicative possession
in current syntactic terms. Seeking an answer to the theoretical question of whether BEpossessives and HAVE-possessives are just accidental values of the 'Possessive Parameter' or are
intrinsically related, this book takes a comparative approach to a whole range of syntactic and
semantic phenomena that appear in these constructions, including the definiteness restriction,
genitive of negation, person/number agreement, argument structure and extractability. The
individual case studies can be easily integrated into the Principles & Parameters framework in
terms of parametric variation. Approaches to Predicative Possession is an important contribution
to our understanding of predicative possession across languages, with findings that can be
fruitfully extended to other language families. It is an equally useful source of information for
theoretical linguists, typologists, and graduate students of linguistics.
SignGram Blueprint Jan 31 2020 "It is common for grammars to include an introductory chapter
that offers a general introduction to the language under investigation as well as its users. We
encourage the grammar writer to include this type of information for the sign language to be
described. If a certain variant of the sign language is described, this should be made clear at the
outset. The structure of this part is fairly flexible. As can be seen from the table of contents, we
suggest including information about (i) the history of the sign language, (ii) characteristics of the
Deaf community, (iii) the status of the sign language, and (iv) previous linguistic work on the sign

language. The last section in particular will have an impact on the content of subsequent parts, as
we encourage the grammar writer to include findings from previous studies in the grammatical
description of the sign language. Clearly, alternative structures are possible. The overview of
previous linguistic work, for instance, could be provided under the "History" header, and Deaf
culture and/or Deaf education could be discussed under dedicated first-level headers - to give just
two examples. Also, depending on the available information, sub-headers could be added. Note that
we adopt the convention of writing Deaf with a capital D when it refers to issues related to a
community that is characterized by the use of a sign language. In contrast, deaf with a small d
refers to the medical condition of not being able to hear. It is up to the grammar writer to decide
whether to stick to this convention in the grammar"-Cognitive Modeling and Verbal Semantics Mar 27 2022 This book presents a unique approach to
the semantics of verbs. It develops and specifies a decompositional representation framework for
verbal semantics that is based on the Unified Modeling Language (UML), the graphical lingua
franca for the design and modeling of object-oriented systems in computer science. The new
framework combines formal precision with conceptual flexibility and allows the representation of
very complicated details of verbal meaning, using a mixture of graphical elements as well as
linearized constructs. Thereby, it offers a solution for different semantic problems such as contextdependency and polysemy. The latter, for instance, is demonstrated in one of the two wellelaborated applications of the framework within this book, the investigation of the polysemy of
German setzen. Besides the formal specification of the framework, the book comprises a cognitive
interpretation of important modeling elements, discusses general issues connected with the
framework such as dynamic and static aspects of verbal meanings, questions of granularity, and
general constraints applying to verbal semantics. Moreover, first steps towards a compositional
semantics are undertaken, and a new verb classification based on this graphical approach is
proposed. Since the framework is graphical in nature, the book contains many annotated figures,
and the framework's modeling elements are illustrated by example diagrams. Not only scholars
working in the field of linguistics, in particular in semantics, will find this book illuminating
because of its new graphical approach, but also researchers of cognitive science, computational
linguistics and computer science in general will surely appreciate it.
Semantics with Assignment Variables Jun 25 2019 This pioneering study combines insights from
philosophy and linguistics to develop a novel framework for theorizing about linguistic meaning
and the role of context in interpretation. A key innovation is to introduce explicit representations
of context - assignment variables - in the syntax and semantics of natural language. The proposed
theory systematizes a spectrum of 'shifting' phenomena in which the context relevant for
interpreting certain expressions depends on features of the linguistic environment. Central
applications include local and non-local contextual dependencies with quantifiers, attitude
ascriptions, conditionals, questions, and relativization. The result is an innovative philosophically
informed compositional semantics compatible with the truth-conditional paradigm. At the
forefront of contemporary interdisciplinary research into meaning and communication, Semantics
with Assignment Variables is essential reading for researchers and students in a diverse range of
fields.
On Diversity and Complexity of Languages Spoken in Europe and North and Central Asia Apr 03
2020 The languages of Europe and North and Central Asia provide a rich variety of data. In this
volume, some articles are summaries of large areal typological research projects, and some articles
focus on structures or constructions in a single language. However, it is common to all the articles
that they investigate phenomena that have not been examined previously, or they apply a new
framework to a topic. The volume will be of interest to scholars with a focus on this broad
geographic region, typologists, historical linguists and discourse analysts. The uniqueness of this
volume is that it brings together work on a genetically diverse set of languages that have some
shared areal traits.
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